WYMONDHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  the  year 

19  6  2 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

together  with  the 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


W.E.  Holmes, M. A.  ,M.B.  ,Ch.B. , 
D.P.H.  ,D.T.M.  &  H.  , 

Local  Health  Office, 
Riverside  Road,  NORWICH. 


R.E. Hudson, M. A. P.H. I. , 
Council  Offices, 

Ilf,  Middleton  Street, 
WYMONDHAM. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30297254 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TODHDH4M 


THE  ANNUAL  REBDRT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1962.  ~ 

< 


Mr.  Chaiman,  Ladies  and.  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  iinnual  Report  for  the  year  1962, 


DISTRICT  COHHCELS  RED  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Two  dirty  words  explain  the  entire  plan  of  campaign  in  the  war 
waged  by  preventive  medicine  against  social  evils:  Statistics  and 
Propaganda.  Even  the  most  ardent  sanitarian  who  takes  this  'Report  in 
his  hand  can  be  expected  to  give  no  more  than  a  cursory  glance  at  the 
statistical  tables  set  out  like  tombstones  on  the  final  pages.  It  is 
only  fair  to  point  out  that  Propaganda  was  made  honest  seme  years  ago 
by  a  change  cf  name  to  Health  Education. 

Emotional  Resistance  to  Hew  Ideas. 

Every  item  in  the  formidable  list  of  public  health  responsibilities 
from  accidents  to  worms  -  carries  with  it  the  obligation  to  guide  and 
warn.  This  sounds  simple  enough  but  in  reality  there  are  many  obstacles 


in  the  way  of  convincing  the  public  of  the  righteousness  of  a  public 
health  caae:  dislike  of  officialdom  and  mistrust  of  the  experts  is, 
in  these  days,  an  accepted  social  attitude.  Far  more  serious,  however, 
is  emotional  and  often  irrational  resistance  to  new*  ideas.  In  the 
remoter  parte  of  Ireland  the  introduction  of  "summertime"  was  (and 
possibly  still  is)  vehemently  resisted;  there  must  be  no  interference 
with  "God’s  time".  The  resulting  chaos  was  not  relieved  by  pointing 
out  that  the  face  of  a  clock  is  man  made.  British  internees  in  the 
Far  East,  struggling  with  a  monotonous  diet  of  wet  rice,  failed  in  an 
attempt  to  make  digestible  "bread"  from  ground  rice.  When  the  question 
of  abandoning  the  attempt  was  discussed,  certain  elderly  men  insisted 
on  continuing  the  "bread"  ration,  "because",  they  said,  "bread  isthe 
staff  of  life".  Thus  was  emotional  ease  gained  at  the  price  Qf^dis^ress 
and  without  advantage  to  nutritional  needs.  Whatever  the  complexities 
of  our  feelings  about  bread,  the  emotional  auras  associated  with  water 
are  even  more  pronounced;  this  fact  added  to  the  confusion  created  in 
many  minds  by  the  cross-fire  of  those  engaged  in  the  fluoridation 
controversy  makes  the  acceptance  of  the  opponents  slogans  all  too  easy* 
Against  such  a  background  it  is  understandable  that  many  fall  for  the 
cry  of  "mass  medication"  with  its  artful  alliteration  and  drum  beat 
rhythm.  Looked  at  more  closely,  is  the  reasonable  adjustment  of  a 
normal  constituent  of  drinking  water  a  medication? 

Practical  Problems. 

Noy/  cone  the  practical  problems  of  health  education.  With  the 
exception  of  the  excellent  service  for  the  training  of  mothers  of 
infants  and  expectant  mothers  cur  efforts  in  health  education  tend  to 
be  spasmodic,  fragmentary  and  unco-ordinated.  There  is  no  clear  answer 
to  the  usual  questions,  What?  "Who?  When?  Which?  and  How?  What  are  the 
health  education  duties  of  school  nurses  and  medical  officers  as 
distinct  from  those  of  schoolteachers?  How  should  these  be  co-ordinated 
and  regularised  into  a  sustained  programme?  Taking  the  whole  field  of 
educational  inf ormation,  in  what  form  should  this  be  prepared  and  how 
conveyed  to  the  groups  concerned  with  reasonable  chance  of  success? 

Some  of  the  relevant  subjects  are:  Home  Safety;  Safety  on  the  Broads; 
Safety  on  the  Faim;  Hat  Control;  Litter;  Food  Hygiene;  Personal 
Hygiene;  Dental  Hygiene;  The  Danger  of  Smoking;  Sex  Education;  Mental 
Health;  Parent/Child  Relationships;  Problems  of  the  Aged.  A  district 
council  instituting  a  health  education  project  requires  considerable 
help  in  the  form  of  visual  aids,  up-to-date  literature  and  skilled 
propagandists.  Hoy/  may  these  be  readily  obtained  fran  local  resources 
and  financial  provision  for  such  projects  be  assured? 

Getting  Organised. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  enough  has  been  v;ritten  to  make  it  clear 
that  health  education  is  an  expert  job  requiring  c cnsiderable  thought 
and  planning;  that  all  activities  in  this  branch  of  our  work  should 
be  welded  into  one  comprehensive  campaign.  The  fact  that  certain 
local  authorities  have  already  appointed  trained  health  education 
officers  clearly  indicates  the  importance  of  this  policy.  It  is  true 
that  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Educa'tion  in  London  continues  to 
give  us  every  encouragement  and  help;  that  the  Council’s  functions  of 
training,  production  of  materials  and  consultative  T/orks  must  always 
be  invaluable.  But  surely  there  is  roan  also  for  a  local  organisation 
catering  for  local  needs? 

Advisory  Panel. 

A  possible  solution  is  the  appointment  of  an  Advisory  Panel  (at 
county  level)  to  include  a  trained  Health  Education  Officer  who,  with 
the  help  of  a  small  team,  would  carry  out  the  directions  of  the  Advisory 
Panel.  The  main  tasks  of  the  Panel  would  be;  investigation  of  health 
subjects  of  importance  to  the  public;  preparation  of  health  education 
programmes  to  cover  such  subjects;  to  form  panels  of  regular  lecturers; 
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provision  of  materials  of  aid.  to  lecturers  and  for  propaganda  purposes'* 
health  exhibitions  etc,  to  provide  clear  liason  with  district  councils* 
voluntary  organisations  concerned  v/ith  health  education  and  national 
organisations  such  as  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  the 
Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents;  to  develop  the  use  of 
television,  radio  and  newspapers  as  media  for  health  education;  Anally, 
to  utilise  useful  information  and  ideas  fed  back  to  the  Panel  by  workers 
in  the  field.  Briefly  the  Panel  would  provide  "blue— prints"  for 
continuous  and  special  health  education  projects. 

Health  Education  Committee. 


It  would  be  an  interesting  experiment  to  replace  the  Home  Safety 
Committee  and  possibly  the  Road  Safety  Committee  of  a  district  council 
by  a  single  Committee  which  could  cover  not  only  the  work  of  both  these 
Committees  but  also  other  practical  health  education  work  of  benefit  to 
the  local  population*  i.e.  a  Health  Education  Committee  in  close  touch 
with  a  county  Advisory  Panel  as  suggested  in  the  previous  paragraph. 

First  Step  by  District  Councils. 

The  drain-and-du  stbin  concept  of  public  health  has  gone.  Problems 
brought  about  by  poverty  and  poor  environmental  hygiene  are  rapidly 
disappearing  and  are  being  replaced  by  many  new  problems  which  cannot 
be  satisfactorily  solved  without  the  aid  of  liberal  health  education. 
What  contribution  or  new  contribution  can  district  councils  give  to 
educational  programmes  covering  the  whole  field  of  local  public  health? 


FLUORIDATION  QP  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

In  1962  the  Ministry  of  Health  published  a  Report  entitled  "The 
Conduct  of  Fluoridation  Studies  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Results 
Achieved  after  Five  Years”.  This  Report  showed  the  very  satisfactory 
effect  on  children's  teeth  of  the  fluoridation  of  the  water  supplies 
in  the  study  areas  concerned;  a  synopsis  of  the  Report  was  circulated 
to  members  of  your  Public  Health  Committee  last  Autumn. 

In  the  light  of  this  Report  a  Ministiy  of  Health  Circular  was 
sent,  in  December,  to  local  authorities  encouraging  water  undertakers 
to  adopt  fluoridation  as  a  public  health  policy;  the  details  of  this 
Circular  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  monbers  of  your  Public  Health 
Committee. 

Like  many  of  our  best  health  measures  fluoridation  may  start 
without  great  enthusiasm  but  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  time  will  bring 
acceptance  and  that  the  fluoride  controversy  will,  in  the  far  future* 
have  significance  only  as  a  subject  for  light  entertainment  in  that 
section  of  the  Press  headed,  "Fifty  Years  Ago". 


ANTHRAX  IN  CATTLE. 

The  high  incidence  of  Anthrax  in  cattle  caused  some  anxiety  during 
the  summer  of  1962.  The  possibility  of  the  introduction  of  an  infected 
animal  into  a  slaughterhouse  or  knacker's  yard  is  of  concern  to  the 
public  health  department  because  of  the  risk  of  transmission  of  the 
disease  to  cattle  handlers  and  slaughtermen,  not  to  mention  the  danger 
to  the  public  arising  frem  infected  meat,  blood  or  milk.  The  most 
likely  cause  of  the  disease  in  cattle  is  the  ingestion  of  imported  food¬ 
stuffs  which  are  infected  as  the  result  of  failure  in  sterilisation. 
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Legal  Powers. 

•  The  County  Council  has  pavers  under  the  Anthrax  Order  (Diseases 
of  Animals  Act)  to  enforce  measures  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  Nevertheless,  many  difficulties  have  arisen  in  defining  the 
precise  responsibility  of  the  various  authorities  and  officers  concerned 
in  an  outbreak  and  in  resolving  situations  in  which  the  provisions  of 
the  Order  fail  to  give  clear  direction. 

Anthrax  Conference. 


For  these  reasons  a  Conference  on  Anthrax  attended  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  all  authorities  concerned  wag  convened  by  the  County  Council 
in  October  last  year.  The  Conference  concluded  with  recommendations 
regarding  the  following  items  on  which  action  is  proceedings  the  role 
of  the  police  officer  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak;  action  to  be  taken 
by  the  local  public  health  inspector;  speedy  notification  of  cases  to 
the  medical  officer  of  health;  the  advice  to  be  given  by  veterinaiy 
officers  to  persons  in  charge  of  infected  animals  or  carcases;  the 
prevention  by  law  of  the  removal  of  a  sick  animal  or  carcase  to  a 
slaughterhouse  or  knacker's  yard  unless  certified  to  be  free  from 
Anthrax  infection;  compensation  for  carcases  and  other  materials  which, 
as  the  result  of  contact,  may  be  infected  and  have  to  be  destroyed; 
appropriate  information  to  be  given  to  general  practitioners  on  the 
treatment  of  human  contacts;  the  education  of  stock  owners  and  persons 
in  the  charge  of  stock  in  the  early  recognition  of  Anthrax  infection. 

Human  Infection  with  the  Anthrax  Bacillus. 

The  possibility  of  human  infection  with  the  Anthrax  bacillus  is 
not  considerable,  and  penicillin  is  an  effective  treatment.  More 
information  on  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is  available  since  Anthrax 
became  a  notifiable  disease  in  December  i960.  There, were  eight  such 
notifications  in  England  and  Wales  during  1961.  The  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  makes  the  following  comment  on  these 
cases: - 


"Of  these,  four  would  not  hitherto  have  been  drawn  to  the 
attention  of  H.M.  Inspector  of  i'aotories.  One  patient  was 
unemployed  and  tended  his  allotment  where  he  used  bone  meal  as 
a  fertiliser.  Bone  meal  samples  in  this  instance  were  negative; 
but  later  in  the  year  another  patient  contracted  the  disease 
after  laying  turf  for  a  sports  firm  contractor  -  and  in  this 
instance  samples  of  the  raw  bone  meal  fertiliser  used  yielded 
Bacillus  anthracis.  One  of  the  two  remaining  cases  was  a 
general  practitioner  who  kept  his  own  stables.  The  other  was 
a  manual  labourer  whose  only  relevant  history  was  close 
association  with  a  friend  who  worked  in  a  tannery". 


IMfORTED  DISEASE. 

No  excuse  is  offered  for  reproducing  the  following  section  from 
my  Annual  Report  for  I96O:- 

As  international  transport  is  speeded  up  we  beccme  more  vulnerable 
to  imported  disease.  Typhoid  fever  may  not  be  voiy  prevalent  but  no 
less  than  one  third  of  the  cases  notified  in  this  countiy  in  1959 
occurred  in  patients  who  contracted  the  disease  while  abroad.  In  this 
connection  the  official  memorandum  "Notice  to  Travellers"  which  advises 
on  vaccination  against  the  typhoid  fevers  assumes  a  special  importance. 
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SOMhARY  OF  HEALTH  .OF  WYIDUDHAM  URBA.i  DISTRICT 

DURING  1962 

’  •  ",  •  .  -  .  ;r  . 

The  population  of  Wymondham  Urban  District  at  mid-year 
1962  was  estimated  at  5 >940.  The  corrected  birth  rate  (12.5) 
was  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales  (18.0)5  the  corrected 
death  rate  (ll.  2)  was  also  lower  than  the  death  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  (ll.9)« 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  nil.  It  is  very  satisfactory 
to  record  that  1962  was  the  third  successive  year  in  which  no 
infant  deaths  occurred. 

The  incidence  of  communicable  diseases  (excluding 
tuberculosis)  was  remarkably  lows  there  were  only  eleven  notified 
cases  i. e.  six  scarlet  fever,  three  whooping-cough  and  one  case 
of  measles. 

As  a  result  of  an  intensive  mass  radiography  campaign,  in 
the  Wymondham  area  three  ac tive  cases  of  lung  tuberculosis  were 
detected. 

The  tables  in  the  latter  part  of  this  Report  provide 
detailed  statistical  inf oimation  concerning  the  health  of  the 
District  a^d  are  designed,  for  the  most  part,  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


STAFF 


Mr.  R.E.  Hudson,  M.  P.H. I. ,  continued  duty  as  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Surveyor  to  your  Council  throughout  the  year.  He 
was  assisted  by  Mr.  D.C .  Thompson,  P. H.  I. E.B. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  mid-year  population  of 
Wymondham  Urban  District,  in  19^2,  at  5,940.  The  Census  figure 
(April  1961)  was  5,896*  The  estimated  population  in  I96I  was 
5,900. 


(b)  Births 


There  were  70  live  births  during  I962;  4P  boys  and  29  girls. 
The  crude  birth  rate  was  11.8  compared  with  15.4  in  I96I.  There 
were  two  still  births,  and  illegitimate  births  numbered  two 
compared  with  six  in  I96I. 


(c)  Deaths 


Deaths  numbered  75  c  cm  pared  with  54  in  19ol?  the  crude  death 
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rate  was-  ther.ef  ..Q.ro:,..  12. 3.,  compared  with  9-2  in  19.61*  There 
was  only  one  death  of  persons  under  40  years  of  age  and  only 
two  deaths  in  the  40-49  age  group.  The  greatest  number  of 
deaths  (27)  occurred  in  the  age  group  70-79  years;  there  were 
22  deaths  in  the  age  group  80-89  years  and  16  in  the  6O-69 
age  groupc 

The  principal  cause  cf  death  was  from  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation  (42);  deaths  from  cancer  were  75? 
including  two  from  cancer  of -the  lung;  there  were  two  deaths 
resulting  from  motor  vehicle  accidents. 


(d)  Infant  Mortality 

The  infaei t  mortality  rate  for  Wymondham  Urban  District 
(deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births)  was 
nil.  The  rate  for  Ihgland  and  Wales  was  21.4 •  The  fact  that 
the  infant  mortality  rate  of  Wymondham  has  been  recorded  as 
"nil"  in  three  successive  years  calls  for  a  tribute  to  be  paid 
to  local  medical  practitioners,  nurses  and  all  those  volunteers 
who  v/ork  unobtrusively1  in  the- cause  of  mothers  and  infants. 


COmJITICABLi:  DISEASES 

(a)  Eleven  cases  of  communicable  diseases  (excluding  tubercu¬ 
losis)  were  notified  by  general  practitioners  during  1962;  of 
these,  six  were- notified  as  scarlet  Bever,  three  whooping 
cough  and  one  measles.-  There  were  no  reported  cases  of 
poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  dysentery,  food  poisoning  or 
tetanus. 

Diphtheria  has  lost  its  menace  but  there  are  still  small 
pockets  of  resistance  in  some  of  the  thickly  populated  areas 
of  England;  scarlet  .over  continues  to  present  itself  in  a 
mild  form;  by  reason  of  immunisation,  whooping  cough  cases 
are  masked  and  usually  free  from-  dangerous  complications  but 
it  is  still  a  serious  disease  in  ihe  very  young  unimmunised 
child.  There  was  only  one  case  (non-fatal)  of  tetanus 
throughout  the  administrative  County  in  1962. 


(b )  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  notified  in  Wymondham  Urban  District  or  in 
the  administrative  County  of  Norfolk  during  1962.  Oral  vaccine 
is  now  readily  available  in  Britain  and  is  the  popular 
provedure;  the  use  of  this  method  has  shown  no  disadvantages; 
the  advantages  are  obvious  and  the  efficiency  higher  than  the 
Salk  (injection)  type  vaccine. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  of  children  continued  at  a  high 
level  and  the  vaccination  ..axe  amongst  eligible  adults  improved 
Details  of  all  vaccinations  carried  out  since  the  scheme  was 
introduced  six  years  ago  are  shown  in  Table  20  appended  to  this 
Report. 
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Oral  vaccine  for  the  control  of  epidemic  poliomyelitis 
v/as  used  in  England  for  the  first  time  in  1961. 


(c )  Tuberculo  sis 

< 

Two  new  cases  were  notified  in  Wymondham  Urban  District 
during  1962,  Preventive  measures  against  tuberculosis  include;- 
examination  of  close  contacts  of  cases;  prolonged  supervision 
over  apparently  cured  cases;  vaccination  of  school  leavers; 
search  for  early  cases  by  mass  X-ray  surveys. 

The  medical  director  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
carried  out  an  intensive  chest  X-ray  survey  in  the  Wymondham 
area  in  May  and  June  1962,  Your  Council  gave  considerable 
support  to  this  scheme  and  your  Town  Clerk  enrolled  many 
volunteer  helpers.  Over  two  thousand  houses  v/ere  canvassed 
by  volunteer  helpers  with  the  result  that  70/  of  the  adult 
population  v/ere  X-rayed.  Three  active  cases  of  tuberculosis 
v/ere  detected  and  one  case  of  lung  cancer.  Details  of 
results  are  as  follows s- 


No.  of  Miniature  X-iay  examinations 

No.  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  found 

(a)  Requiring  treatment  or  close  clinical 

supervision 

(b)  Cases  requiring  observation  at  the 

Chest  Clinic 

(c)  Healed  Post  Primary  Lesions 

(d)  Previously  Diagnosed  Cases 


Mai  es  Females  Total 
1,417  1,504  2,921 


5  -  3 

356 

4  4  8 

3  5  8 


Among  other  diseases  discovered  weres- 


Pneumonitis  1 

Bronchiectasis  3 

Chronic  Bronchitis  3 

Pulmonary  Fibrosis  2 

Abnormalities  of  the  Diaphragm  2 

Pleural  Thickening  4 

Bronchial  Carcinoma  1 

Metastasis  1 

Cardiovascular  Lesions  -  Congenital  2 

Cardiovascular  Lesions  -  Acquired  38 


One  of  the  detected  cases  of  tuberculosis  gave  rise  to 
some  anxiety  that  the  children  at  the  Junior  School  might 
have  been  exposed  to  infection.  Mass  skin  testing  (Heaf 
test)  v/as  carried  out  at  the  School  and  the  few  brisk 
reactors  to  the  test  v/ere  given  chest  X-ray  examinations. 
Happily  all  of  these  children  proved  to  be  free  from 
evidence  of  disease. 
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(d)  Cancer 


The  number  of  cancer  deaths  in  7/ymondhaw  Urban  District 
v:as  fourteen  compared  with  ten  in  1961  or  20.5  Per  cent  of 
the  total  deaths.  There  were  two  male  deaths  from  lung 
cancer.  Table  14  shows  the  District  record  for  all  cancer 
deaths  (lung  cancer  deaths  shown  separately)  during  the  past 
five  years.  There  is  no  obvious  increase  in  lung  cancer 
deaths  in  7'ymondham  District. 


HOUSING 

Details  of  action  under  this  heading  are  contained  in 
the  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  (appended). 

In  1962  the  policy  of  modernising  pre-war  Council 
houses  was  continued;  fourteen  more  houses  wrere  adued  to  the 
list  of  thiry  modernised  in  1961.  Four  new  Council  houses 
were  built  and  a  large  -property  converted  into  six  self 
contained  council  flats.  Fifteen  new  houses  were  built  by 
private  enterprise.  Attention  must  be  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
the  demand  for  council  housing  still  exceeds  the  supply. 

_  _D wring. ..the.  last  fiy.e.. years  the  "live"  applications  have 

increased  steadily  from  82  to  115.  The  demand  for  houses  for 
the  elderly  has  increased  from  25  in  1959  to  41  in  1962. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  the  continued  success, of . 

the  Grouped  Homes  for  Old  People  scheme.  The  record  of  the 
work  dcrie  by  the  arden  shown  in  tabular  fom  in  the  Public 
Health  Inspector's  Report  makes  interesting  reading. 


■TAT  JR  SUPPLIES 

In  his  report  the  Public  Health  Inspector  gives  a 
comprehensive  description  of  the  Town  Water  Supply  includ¬ 
ing  the  continuous  problem  of  the  water  softening  plant. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  tests  of  the  water  supply 
carried  out  during  the  year  were,  from  the  public  health 
point  of  view',  quite  satisfactoiy. 


S  H7AGJ  D 1 5P0  SmL  FORK  S 

The  new  works  at  Dereham  Road  were  completed  in  July 
1962  and  have  continued  to  function  satisfactorily.  The 
snail  number  of  faults  reported  were  of  a  minor  nature. 
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In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman 
of  the  Council  and  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  kindness. 

I  wish  also  to  thank  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  the  Council  staff  for  the  generous 
help  they  have  given  me  throughout  the  year.  Finally, 

I  am  very  grateful  to  the  Senior  Clerk  and  staff  in  the 
Norwich  office  for  their  loyalty  and  efficiency  at  all 
times  and  for  the  considerable  work  carried  out  in  preparation 
of  Annual  Reports. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 
W.E.  Holmes. 


Local  Health  Office, 
As pi and  Road, 
Norwich. 
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TODNDHAM  URBAN  .  DISTRICT 

.  •  r  f  r  •  •  •  [  # 

Table  ‘1-.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


- - - r---— - T - 

Area  (in  acres) 

79,740 

Estimated  Resident  Population 

5*940 

Ra  t  eab  1  e  'V&lu  e 

£162,186 

Sum  produced  by  a  Penny  Rate 

-  . 

£640 

Table  2,  -  -LIVE- BIRTHS .  ' 

r  r  . '  ■  “  •  t 

%  \ 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

40  - 

28 

68  * 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

41 

29 

70 

T 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1*000  of  Estimated  Resident  Population  =11,8 


Table  3*  STILL  BIRTHS 


1 

1 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

Females 

To  tal 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

•  ;  .  1 

1 , 

p 

^  i 

L  .  -  ...  .  ,  J 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  =  27,8 


;  a  X 

Table  4.  TOTAL  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

1 

Total 

Live 

41 

29 

70 

Still 

...  1.. 

- 1 

2 

Totals 

42 

30 

72 

Table  5.  INFANT  DEATHS 

( a )  Inf  an  t  Mo  rtality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  =0,0  (per  1,000  live  births) 

Legitimate  =  0,0  (per  1,000  legitimate  births) 
Illegitimate  =0,0  (per  1,000  illegitimate  births) 


(b)  Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  during  first  foir 

weeks)  =  Nil, 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  “(per  1,000  live  births)  *  0,0 


Nil. 
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(c)  Early  Neo -Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week)  =  Nil 
Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  "births)  =  0,0 


(d)  Perinatal  Mortality  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  - 

1 

..  -  -  •  •  • 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  =  27*8 


Table  6,  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

Males  -  1®  Females  -  10  Total  -  2,  =  2*8 $  of  Total 

Live  Births. 

Table  7,  .  MATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion)  =  Nil 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  =  0,0 

Table  8.  DEATHS  (All  ages) 


Males 

. .  „F  emal  es 

Total 

37 

t 

-•  36 

73 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  of  Estimated  Resident  Population)  -  12,5 
Table  9.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  01E  YEAR  -  Nil 


Table  10.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

.  (According  to  Age  Groups) 


i 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under 

1  year 

— 

— 

1 

and 

under  5 

- 

- 

•  •  ‘  - 

5 

it  . 

ii- 

10 

- 

1 

1 

10 

it 

ii 

20 

— 

— 

— 

20 

it 

ii 

30 

— 

- 

" — ‘ 

30 

it 

ii 

40 

- 

-  ■ 

— 

•  40 

ti 

ii 

50 

2 

— 

2 

50 

it 

ii 

60 

2 

- 

2 

60 

ii 

it 

70 

11 

5 

16 

70 

ii 

ii 

80 

11 

16 

27 

80 

ii 

ii 

90 

10 

12 

22 

90 

it 

ii 

100 

1 

2 

3 

100 

and 

over 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

i  _  _ 

'  37 

36 

1  ,  73  j 
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Table  11.  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Registrar-General) 


- - — - - 

Cause 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratoiy. 

— 

— 

- 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. 

- 

- 

« 

3.  Syphilitic  disease. 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria.  . 

— 

— 

5.  Who  oping  Cough.  . - 

- 

— " 

6.  Meningococcal  infection. 

- 

— 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

— 

8.  Measles.  „ ;  .. 

- 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

1 

- 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

1 

- 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

2 

- 

2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

-  •- 

1 

1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

- 

- 

- 

14«  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

7 

3 

10 

15.  Leukemia,  Aleukemia. 

- 

1 

1 

l6.  Diabetes. 

1 

1 

I7.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

8 

10 

18 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

8 

5 

13 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

1 

1 

2 

20.  Other  heart  diseases. 

2 

7 

9 

21,  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

- 

- 

- 

22.  Influenza, 

- 

- 

- 

23.  Pneumonia.  "' 

3 

3 

6 

1  24,  Bronchitis, 

3 

1 

4 

25.‘  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

- 

- 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

- 

— 

- 

27,  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea, . 

■  ...  - 

.. 

- 

28.  “itfephritis  and  nephrosis. 

;  !.C:  ’  •  ... 

“ 

- 

29,  Hyperplasia "of  prostate. 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

. s 

- 

31.  Congenital  malf oimaticns. 

- 

I 

* 

32.  Other  defined  ..and  ill-defined  diseases. 

- 

1 

-1 

1  i 

33,  Motor  vehicle,  accidents.  - 

- 

2 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents. 

1 

- 

1 

35*  Suicide. 

- 

- 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  War. 

. 

- 

Totals  • 

37 

•  36 

73 

Table  12.  SUMMARY  OF-  FIRTH  nND  DEATH  RATES 


i  1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 

Live  Births  (per  1,000  pop) 

(69) 

(68) 

(97) 

(73) 

(85) 

(91) 

(70) 

Wymondham  U.D.  • 

11.8 

11.7 

16.6 

12.5 

14.5 

15.4 

11.8 

Area  5, 

14.2 

13*3 

14.9 

13.7 

14-1 . 

14.2 

(13.9 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

T5.7 

16.1 

16.4 

16,  5 

17.1 

17.4 

18.0 

Still  Births-  (per  1,000  total  births) 

(2) 

a) 

(1) 

(2) 

(2) 

(Hil) 

(2). 

Wymondham  U.D. 

28.2 

14.5 

10.2 

26,7 

23.0 

0.0 

27,8 

Area  5* 

23*  7 

22.0 

9.9 

19.9 

20.7 

8.9 

21.4 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

23.0 

22.4 

21,2 

20 .7 

19.7 

18.7 

18.1 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop) 

(50) 

(57) 

(62) 

(75) 

(67) 

(54) 

(73) 

7/ymondham  U.D. 

8.6 

9.8 

10,6 

12.8 

11.4 

9.2 

12.3 

Area  5, 

11.4 

11.1 

12.1 

12.4 

11.8 

12.4 

12.1 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

11*7 

11*5 

11.7 

11.6 

11.5 

12.0 

11.9 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 

u) 

(3) 

(Nil) 

(3) 

(Nil) 

(Nil) 

(Nil) 

Wymondham  U.D, 

14.5 

44.1 

j.  0.0 

41.1 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0  ‘ 

|  Area  5.  —  ; 

20.8 

15.0 

8.3 

25.4 

14.1 

9.0 

14.5  i 

i  England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

23.8 

23.O 

22.5 

22.0 

21.7 
■  ■  ■  - 

2i.4 

— 

21.4  i 

NOTE:  1.  Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Wymondham  U.D. 

2.  Area  5  c emprises  Depwade  &  Lcddon  R*Ds,  and  Hiss  &  Wymondham  U.Ds, 
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Table  13.  DEATHS'  DUS  TO  CANCER  -  Wyrxmdham  U.D. 


...  .  -  -  -  ■  ; 

■  1956 

"  1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 . 

Number  of  deaths. 

4 

7 

14 

17 

7 

10 

15 

Percentage  of  total 
deaths , 

8#0 

12.5 

22.6 

22.6 

10.4 

.18.5 

l r\ 

» 

O 

C\J 

t  * 

Table  14,  CANCER  DEATHS  DURING  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  -  Wymondham.  .U.D . 


Year 

Male 

* .  * 

E  emale 

1962 

1961 

I960 

1959 

1958 

Total 

D eaths 

Total 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

Lung 

Total 

Deaths 

Total 

C  ancer 
Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

Lung 

37 

31 

38 

45 

33  ' 

11 

5 

5 

10 

7 

2  ‘ 

1 

3 

2 

36 

23 

29 

38 
'  29 

3 

5 

2 

7 

7 

1  . 

1 

Totals 

184 

38 

8 

147  I  24  / 

_ • . . . 

2  - 

Table  15.  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISUSES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

According  to  Age  Groups  -  Wymondham  U.D. 


Under 
■  1 

1-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

Over 

25 

Total 

« 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

- 

- 

6 

Measles 

1 

1 

. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

*2 

— 

3 

Poliomyelitis  . 

- 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

8. ... 

- 

1 

11 

.  Table  16.  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  -  Wymondham  U.D. 


‘  V.  V  *. 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

5 

7 

.  ■  .  • 

7 

6 

Measles ’ 

.29 

13 

51 

131 

1 

Whooping  CougR 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  ' . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Erysipelas 

1 

l 

2 

— 

. 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

.  - 

2 

13 

- 

— 

Food  Poisoning  .  /  . 

6 

1 

•  4 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

.  - 

•  2 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (paralytic) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

.  ...  « .  

— 

- 

1 

.  *  * 

Totals  . 

40 

30 

75 

143 

_ .  I  ... 
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Table  17.  DETAILS  OF  NEW  CaSES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  La  ST  FIVE 

YEaRS  -  Wymondham  HD. 


Pulmonary  - 

Male 

- -•  •  Fanale 

.. 

. 

N  oh-  Pu  lm  ona  ry 

Male 

F emal e 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

- f 

1962 

" 

1 

- 

1 

■ 

: 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Wy mo nd ham  U , D «  Total 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

;  '  •  .  ■ 

[  "  * 

1  .Area  5*  Total 

8 

7 

(  7 

15  ‘  ‘12  !  8 

*  .  i  - 

Table  18.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  following  is  the  number  cf  primary 
immunisations  and  booster  injections  given 
during  the  last  five  years  in  respect  of 
Area.  5*  . 


Year 

Primary  Injections 

Booster  Injections 

Under 

To  tal 

Age 

Under 

Age 

1 

Under 

5 

5-14 

5 

5-14 

1962 

155 

448 

28 

48 

304 

1961 

295 

498 

157 

89 

766 

I960 

357 

472 

314 

27 

1)233 

1959 

302 

466 

23 

20 

74 

j  1958 

283 

401 

60 

...  .. 

28 

416 

Table  19.  VaCC  DATION  hGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Vaccination  of  children  (under  five 
years  of  age)  during  the  last  five  years 
resident  in  the  District  and  Area  5,  are 
. shown  in  the  following  table-. 


- 

' 

v/ymondham  U.D. 

Area  5* 

i 

j 

~ 

1958 

1959 

 . . 

i960 

. 

1961 

1962 

1958 

1959 

I960 

.  - .  - 

1961 

1 

1962 

Number  of 
live  births 

J 

registered. 

97 

. 

73 

. 

85 

. 

91 

70 

599 

551 

567 

. 

. . 

556 

\ 

1 

550 

1 

Number  of 
vac cinati ons 
rec  ord  ed 
!  (0-4  years). 

! 

53 

69 

58 

66 

445 

472 

338 

458 

1 

1 

420 

! 

I  Percentage 
'  vaccinated. 


55 


92 


68  56 


94 


74  86  I  89 

;  i 


82 


76 
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Table  2D,  VACC BUTTON  n CAIN  ST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  following  is-  the  number  of  primary 
immunisations  and  booster  injections 
given  in  Area  5  during  the  last  five 
years. 


Year 

. 

Primary 

Booster  (3 rd) 

Booster  (4th) 

Age 

Age 

Adul ts 

Age 

Age 

Adults 

Age 

0-4 

5-14 

0-4 

5-14 

I 

5-11  

1962 

431 

168 

1,510 

524 

1 

427 

2,091 

453 

1961 

601 

535 

2,068 

427 

228 

824 

3,017 

I960 

397 

227 

853 

660 

!  566 

1,636 

- 

1959 

593 

677 

2,220 

1377 

!  3,261 

864  ■ 

- 

|  1958 

1,648 

3,159 

154 

32 

1,284 

2 

— 

Table  21,  BMJNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  following  is  the  number  of  whooping 
cough  primary  immunisations  recorded  in 
Area  5  during  the  last  five  years,  . 


Year 

Under  1 

Age  1-4 

Age  5-I4 

— 

Totals 

1962 

149 

291 

12 

452 

196 1 

291 

300 

26 

617 

I960 

368 

100 

124 

592 

1959 

318 

227 

16 

561 

1958 

265 

106 

8 

379 

j. 


Table  22.  B'LIUNIS^TION  uGAINST  TMTJS 

The  following  is  the  number  of  tetanus 
immunisations  recorded  in  Area  5  during  the 
last  four  years.  Immunisation  against  this 
disease  was  included  in  the  County  Council's 
immunisation  scheme  in  September  1958* 


Year 

_ 

. 

Primary 

Booster 

Age 

, 

uge 

Age 

f 

Age 

Age 

nge 

Age 

• 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-I4 

15+ 

1-4 

5-14 

15+ 

1962 

152 

r 

312 

725 

399 

50 

103 

37 

1961 

282 

329 

1,651 

580 

73 

80 

63 

I960 

372 

198 

1,823 

691 

27 

56 

87 

195  9 

307 

258 

218 

144 

U 

23 

39  | 

- 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1962. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wymondham  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1962. 

STAFF 

Your  Public  Health  Inspector  holds  in  addition  the  appointments  of 
Highway  Surveyor,  Building  Surveyor  and  Petroleum  Inspector  and  has  the  services 
of  an  assistant  (qualified  as  a  Public  Health  Inspector)  and  a  Male  Clerk. 

HOUSING 
Slum  Clearance 


During  the  year  under  review  5  families,  comprising  15  persons  were 
displaced  from  unfit  houses  and  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  6  houses  in  1962. 


Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act.  1957. 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  owners  and  accepted  by  the  Council 
to  carry  out  work  to  make  houses  fit  for  habitation  .  NIL 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders-  made  ...  . . .  6 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  A 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  ... 

Number  of  houses  demolished  .  2 

Informal  Proceedings  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  .  5 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  .  A 

t 

New  Housing  Progress 

During  the  year  19  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied,  A  by  the  Council 
and  15  by  private  enterprise. 


In  addition  property  in  Fairland  Street , belonging  to  the  Council,  was 
converted  into  six  flats.  (Previously  housed  3  tenants). 


The  position  with  regard  to  post-war  housing  at  the  31st  December,  1962, 
was  that  a  grand  total  of  585  units  of  habitation  had  been  completed  and 
occupied,  15  temporary  and  363  permanent  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  and  207 
by  private  enterprise.  The  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  are  made  up  as 
follows  I’¬ 


ll 

166 

30 

30 

26 

•8 

53 

29 

15 

2 

8 


A-bedroom 
3-bedroom 
2-bedroom 
1-bedroom 
.  2-bedroom 

1-  bedroom 

2- bedroom 

1- bedro om 

2- bedroom 
2-bedroom 
2-bedroom 


houses 

houses  (including  Warden' s 

flats  )  .  ~  ,  , 

fats  )  in  ^uP^ex  bouses 

flats 

flats 

bungalows  -  . 
bungalows 

temporary  bungalows 
flats  over  shops 
houses 


house) 
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4-Bedroom  3-Bedroom 

Accommodation  Accommodation 

11  166 

4-Bedroom  Accommodation 

Houses  Flats 

4  2 

*  Includes  Council  Offices  Flat. 

/  Includes  Manor  House,  Bridewell  Street. 

^  Includes  12  cottages,  Rattle  Row  -  Rose  Cottage,  Pople  Street  -  3  cottages, 

Skippers  Row  -  Glendale,  Back  Lane  -  and  house  occupied  by  Mr.  Platten 
which  had  one  bedroom  converted  into  a  bathroom. 

New  Housing  Progress 

The  only  speculative  building  in  post-war  years  within  the  Urban  District  was 
eighteen  houses  in  Bellrope  Close.  During  the  year  under  review,  however,  four 
builders  had  plans  approved  for  a  total  of  202  dwellings  and  at  the  close  of  the 
year  work  had  actively  commenced  on  two  of  the  sites.  In  addition  planning 
approval  had  been  given  for  the  development  of  a  further  33  acres  of  land  allowing 
for  the  erection  of  a  further  260  dwellings. 

This  type  of  development  requires  a  good  deal  of  supervision  and  is 
progressively  taking  up  more  and  more  of  the  time  of  your  technical  staff. 

Total  Housing  Accommodation  in  the  District 

At  the  31st  March,  1963  the  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Urban  Area  was 
2088  including  those  occupied  in  connection  with  a  business  i.e.  shops,  licensed 
premises,  and  hotels  etc. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  including  sub-standard 
houses  in  temporary  use  was  640  which  is  equivalent  to  3 O/o  of  the  total. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1939 

Grants  for  Modernising  and  Improving  Housing  Accommodation 

(a)  Pre-War  Council  Houses 

Fourteen  pre-war  houses,  ten  in  Silfield  Avenue  and  four  in  Green  Lane  were 
modernised  during  the  year  by  installing  baths,  lavatory  basins,  new  sinks  and 
draining  boards  and  Gas  Multi-point  water  heaters  etc. 

The  work  of  converting  property  in  Fairland  Street  into  six  self  contained  flats 
was  completed  during  the  year. 

( b)  Privately  Owned  Houses 

During  the  year  10  houses  were  improved  and  modernised  under  the  Housing  Acts; 
Discretionary  Grants  4,  Standard  Grants  6. 

Discretionary  Grants 


2-Bedroom 

Accommodation 

134 


1-Bedroom 

Accommodation 

6? 


3- be dr 00m 
Accommodation 


227 


2-Bedroom 

Accommodation 

- 


Year 

Number  of  Houses  i-iodemised 
or  improved 

Total  Amount  of 
Grants 

•  S. 

d. 

1952 

1 

290.  0. 

0. 

1953 

2 

320.  16. 

11. 

1954 

2 

269.  6. 

4. 

1955 

9 

2,321.  13. 

0. 

1956 

14 

2,587.  12. 

4. 

1957 

11 

3,101.  0. 

0. 

1958 

/  10 

2,778.  0. 

0. 

1959 

10 

2,549.  9. 

6. 

I960 

8 

2,431.  0. 

0. 

1961 

2 

278.  10. 

0. 

1962 

4 

1,020.  17. 

0. 

Total 

73 

£16,048.  5. 

1. 

Average  Grant  per  dwelling  1247.4. 8d. 


2 


Standard  Grants 


— 

Year 

Number  of  Houses  Modernised 
or  improved 

Total  Amount  of 
Grants 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1959 

1 

105. 

0. 

0. 

I960 

3 

247. 

13. 

2. 

1961 

8 

7k6. 

9. 

6. 

1962 

6 

593. 

A. 

11. 

Total 

18 

£1,692. 

7. 

7. 

Average  Grant  per  dwelling  £9A.0.5d. 

Grouped  Homes  for  Old  People 

The  Grouped  Homes  Scheme  at  Standley  Court  continued  to  function  smoothly 
and  efficiently.  The  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  extent  to  •which  the 
services  provided  are  made  use  of. 


1959. 

I960. 

1961. 

1962. 

Calls  for  assistance  by  alarm  bells 

28 

18 

21 

29 

Doctors  called  ...  ...  ...  ... 

31 

23 

35 

47 

General  Assistance  . . .  ... 

96 

38 

185 

151 

General  Assistance  on  instructions  of  G. P's 

14 

4 

22 

23 

Chimney  Fires  ...  ...  ...  . 

2 

2 

- 

— 

Use  of  visitors  beds  (number  of  nights) 

17 

30 

7 

26 

Y}  pi  r-|  -4-  0 

•*-'  vU  Uliu  i  «  •  IP*  «  *  »  C  •  9  9  0 9  999 

1 

2 

- 

7 

Marriages  ... 

Demand  for  New;  Houses 

1 

The  register  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  from  persons  residing  or 
working  within  the  Urban  District  showed  115  live  applications  as  at  the  31st 
December  1962.  The  details  of  these  applications  are  set  out  below  along  with 
the  figures  for  the  previous  four  years. 


1958. 

1959.  1 

I960. 

1961. 

1962. 

Childless  families 

16 

23 

12 

17 

20 

Families  with  1  child 

22 

30 

29 

24 

33 

Families  with  2  or  more  children 

13 

21 

28 

27 

21 

Old  people  requiring  bungalow/s 

31 

25 

29 

35 

41 

Totals 

82 

99 

98 

103 

115 

Overcrowding 


! 


' 

Housing  Act 

Bedroom  1 

—  ---------  ,   .... 

Standard 

Standard 

Cases  remaining  on  register  -  31.12.61 

2 

6 

Cases  reported  1,1,62  -  31.12.62 

- 

1 

Cases  abated  1.1.62  -  31.12.62 
(a)  by  action  of  Local  Authority 

1 

(b)  otherwise 

1-  . 

- 

1 

j  Total  remaining  at  31.12.62 

O 

<6. 

6 

MATER 

Town  Supply 


The  statutory  supply  area  of  the  Urban  Council's  water  undertaking  is  the 
whole  of  the  Urban  District  and  approximately  950  acres  within  the  Rural  District 
of  Forehoe  &  Henstead.  In  addition  about  18,840,530  gallons  of  water  is  supplied 
in  bulk  annually  to  the  latter  Rural  District. 

The  total  mileage  of  mains  under  the  control  of  the  Council  is  21^  miles, 
which  includes  miles  of  3"  asbestos  pipes  laid  in  the  Silfield  locality  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year. 

The  pumping  station  is  situated  at  Wicklewood  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Forehoe  &  Henstead.  The  headworks  comprise  five  12"  boreholes  approximately  300  ft. 
in  depth.  Each  borehole  is  capable  of  yielding  10,000  gallons  per  hour.  The 
normal  average  rest  level  is  73 ’7"  and  the  pumping  level  (at  8,000  g.p.h. )  93' 6", 

The  concrete  reservoir  has  a  capacity  of  240,000  gallons,  the  top  water-level 
being  226  ft.  above  ordnance  datum.  The  water  is  softened,  aerated  and  chlorinated. 
The  capacity  of  the  "Permutit"  Base  Exchange  Softening  Plant  per  regeneration  was 
designed  for  101,800  gallons  of  raw  water  with  a  hardness  of  26.2^  to  be  reduced 
to  zero  and  giving  an  output  of  139,000  gallons  of  blended  water  with  a  residual 
hardness  of  7  .  Chlorination  of  the  water  supply  is  by  an  automatic  gas  type 
instrument  in  phase  with  the  pumps. 

Re- grouping  of  Water  Undertakings 

Little  if  any  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  matter  of 
establishing  a  joint  water  board  for  the  South  Norfolk  Area. 

As  stated  in  the  report  for  last  year  the  Council,  having  regard  to  the 
inevitability  of  a  beard  being  set  up,  resolved  to  support  the  proposal  to  submit 
to  the  Minister  the  necessary  Order  of  constitution  but  the  constituent 
authorities  failed  to  agree  a  date  on  which  the  Order  would  come  into  operation. 

More  recently  the  authorities  concerned  have  been  called  upon  to  consider 
tentative  enquiries  regarding  the  inclusion,  within  the  proposed  South  Norfolk 
group,  of  an  additional  rural  district,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  a  formal 
application  for  admission  by  that  authority  was  awaited.  It  has  also  transpired 
that  authorities  already  within  the  suggested  group  were  examining  the  possibility 
of  merging  with  other  undertakings  outside  the  Southern  area. 

Extension  of  Mains 


One  and  a  half  miles  of  3"  asbestos  water  main  laid  in  Silfield  Road  and 
Silfield  Street  provided  a  water  supply  to  32  properties. 

Softening  Plant 

Very  little  progress  was  made  during  the  year  to  find  a  solution  to  the 
softening  plant  problems. 

Representatives  of  the  suppliers  of  the  plant  and  of  the  Consulting  Engineers 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  February  and  discussed  the 
changed  character  of  the  water  so  far  as  iron  content  was  concerned.  Suggestions 
were  made  for  restoring  the  efficiency  of  the  plant  as  follows 

1.  Injection  of  "Calgon"  -  to  prevent  iron  from  adhering  to  the  exchange 
material; 

2.  Dosing  with  lime,  soda  ash  or  caustic  soda  -  neutralising  the  high  Co_ 
to  ensure  oxidisation  of  the  iron; 

3.  Provision  of  a  Horizontal  Filter; 

4.  Provision  of  Vertical  type  filters; 

5.  Construction  of  a  tank  at  ground  level  for  aeration  purposes. 

Having  in  mind  the  satisfactory  effect  of  the  initial  acid  wash,  the 
representative  of  the  company  suggested  a  second  acid  wash.  If  this  proved 
effective  it  might  be  necessary  to  apply  a  similar  cleansing  process  at  six  monthly 
intervals.  In  the  meantime  he  asked  for  further  samples  of  raw  water  from  each 
of  the  bores  and  also  of  the  resin. 

In  April  the  Company  reported  that  further  tests  had  shown  the  resin  to  be 
contaminated  with  silica  which  resisted  the  normal  acid  wash  and  they  were 
therefore  pursuing  other  forms  of  treatment  of  the  raw  water  and  suggested  that  it 
would  be  useful  to  try  the  effect  of  Calgon  dosing.  They  would  submit  a  report 
alongwith  an  estimate  of  the  cost. 


i 


In  April  the  Company  carried  out  adjustments  to  the  salt  intake,  reducing 
the  amount  per  regeneration  from  80 A  lbs.  to  643  lbs.  This  was  because  exchange 
tests  on  the  resin  had  shown  the  plant’s  capacity  to  be  about  6O/0  of  the  design 
figure. 

Towards  the  end  of  May  another  representative  of  the  Company  visited  the 
works  and  requested  the  submission  of  12  samples  from  each  bore  at  one  minute 
intervals  immediately  after  starting  the  pumps,  after  one  weekb  rent.  The 
object  being  to  ascertain  whether  the  iron  causing  the  trouble  was  contained  in 
the  initial  surge  from  the  pumps  after  a  week’s  rest.  Subsequently  repeat 
samples  were  requested  from  two  of  the  bores  in  addition  to  further  samples  of 
the  resin. 

On  the  21st  August  the  softening  plant  broke  down  owing  to  a  collapse  in 
the  bed  which  necessitated  the  provision  of  new  distribution  pipes  and  silex  for 
the  bed.  It  was  not  possible  to  bring  the  plant  into  use  again  until  the  end  of 
October. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Company  was  still  carrying  out  tests  on  the 
softening  plant  and  had  called  for  further  samples  from  each  bore  during 
operation  after  the  normal  break  in  pumping  of  about  4  to  5  hours. 

Sampling 

A  total  of  32  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  sections  of  the 
distribution  system  for  bacterialogical  examination  and  in  each  case  the  result 
was  satisfactory. 

In  addition  eleven  samples  were  taken  from  private  wells  and  bores. 

Details  of  a  full  chemical  analysis  of  the  raw  water  is  given  on  Folio  9 
along  with  a  summary  of  the  Headworks  weekly  reports. 

SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

The  Contractors  completed  the  work  at  the  Sewage  Works  in  July  1962  and  an 
Official  opening  took  place  in  August. 

Apart  from  a  few  minor  faults  in  the  filter  revolving  sprinklers  and 
pumping  apparatus  the  works  functioned  satisfactorily.  It  was  considered  that  no 
useful  purpose  would  be  served  in  taking  effluent  samples  before  the  close  of  the 
year. 

The  seasonal  difficulty  in  emptying  sludge  beds  was  experienced  and  sludge 
had  to  be  removed  in  a  semi-liquid  condition  in  order  to  make  space  available  for 
the  routine  emptying  of  the  tanks. 

Subject  to  the  consent  of  the  River  Board  it  was  decided  to  place  a  bridge 
over  the  river  to  enable  the  sludge  to  be  removed  direct  from  the  beds  on  to  a 
farmer’s  land.  This  would  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  stock-piling  on  the 
works  and  save  the  cost  of  loading  and  hauling  to  the  farmer’s  land  at  a  later 
date. 

Sewerage  System 

A  manhole  on  land  in  the  ownership  of  the  Ayton  Asphalte  Company  was 
damaged  by  a  mechanical  shovel,  completely  removing  the  cover  and  frame  and 
damaging  the  brickwork  to  the  shaft.  This  allowed  slag  chippings,  deposited  on 
and  near  the  cover,  to  fall  into  the  manhole  completely  blocking  the  sewer.  The 
stoppage  took  several  days  to  clear. 

Other  stoppages  occurred  in  the  Silfield  Road  sewer  and  the  sewer  from 
Back  Lane  where  it  passes  through  the  ’’White  Hart"  yard. 

Road  works  which  included  the  widening  of  the  Bait  Hall  Bridge  made  it 
necessary  to  do  away  with  the  old  sewage-lift  and  replace  it  by  an  electrically 
operated  sewage  pump.  The  new  apparatus  has  worked  very  economically  and 
efficiently. 

Sewage  Disposal  (Spooner  Row) 

The  small  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Spooner  Row  functioned  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

Cesspools 

Your  Council  has  no  scheme  in  operation  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools; 
arrangements  are  made  with  the  adjoining  Rural  District  Council  to  empty  cesspools 
when  necessary;  the  owners  of  properties  concerned  paying  the  R.D.C.  direct  for 
the  service.  _  c  _ 


Refuse  Collection  &  Disposal 


The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  One 
motor  vehicle,  a  12  cub.  yd.  "Karrier"  continued  to  give  good  service. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  provide  a  monthly  collection  of 
tins  and  bottles  to  50  properties  in  the  Downham  locality  which  were  previously 
outside  the  limits  of  collection. 


Details  of  the  areas  covered  by  a  collection  service  are  as  follows 

1.  Weekly  Collection  of  Household  Refuse 

Norwich  Road  -  as  far  as  "Old  Oak"  Public  House 
Browick  Road  -  as  far  as  the  Council  Houses 
Silfield  Road  -  as  far  as  Coil's  Farm 

London  Road  -  including  the  2  cottages  near  Longfields  house 
Cavick  Road  -  as  far  as  "Johnsons"  Fara 

To  the  north  of  the  Town,  Tuttles  Lane  is  roughly  the  limit  of  collection. 


2, 

Number  of  Bins  emptied  weekly  -  1721 

Fortnightly  Collection  -  Dyke-beck  Road 

3. 

Number  of  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Monthly  Collection  of  Tins  &  Bottles  Only 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

13 

Spooner  Row/Suton  area  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . .  143  bins 

Silfitld/Browick  area  ...  ...  ... 

t  •  « 

•  •  • 

...  91  bins 

Pail  closets  within  the  weekly  collection  area  are  emptied  by  the  refuse 
collectors;  the  number  is  now  77. 

Trade  and  domestic  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  Council's  Strayground  Lane 
tip.  Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  as  and  when  suitable  and  sufficient 
covering  material  is  available.  A  new  tip  will  be  required  early  in  19 64. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  food  premises  of  all  types 
during  the  year  under  review.  The  number  of  visits  was  78. 


Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Urban  District 

Butchers  Shops  7 
Grocers  Shops  24 
Catering  Establishments  6 
Fishmongers  Shops  .  4 
Greengrocers  Shops  6 
Licensed  Premises  17 
Bakehouses  3 


Premises  Registered  under  Section  1 6  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1955 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  etc.  8 
Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  Nil 
Sale  of  Ice  Cream  26 


Food  &  Drugs  Act  1950  -  Milk  &  Dairies 

Registration  of  Distributors 

There  are  3  traders  in  the  Town  registered  under  the  above  Act  as  milk 
distributors. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947  ~  1952 

There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the  district  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream. 

Sixteen  samples  of  ice  cream  from  retailers  were  forwarded  to  the  public 
Health  Laboratory.  The  methylene  blue  was  not  decolorised  at  the  end  of  4  hours. 
All  samples  -  provisional  Grade  1. 
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Food  &  Drugs  Act 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


The  following  work  was  carried  out  as  a  result  of  informal  action  during 
the  year:- 


Butchers  Shop  -  Formica  working  tops  and  towel  rail  provided 
Baker's  Van  -  Partition  fitted  separating  cab  from  van  after  warning 

given  re  driver  smoking. 

Fish  Shop  -  One  additional  sink  with  hot  water. 

Food  Condemned 


20  lbs 
100  lbs 
1  No.  A  lb. 


Ox  Kidney 
Beef  (top  piece) 
tin  Corned  Beef 


The  j-igriculture(  Safety  .Health  &  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  I95& 

No  action  xvas  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year. 


Factories 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  factories  in  the  district 
together  with  notices  served  to  remedy  defects  found  in  the  course  of  inspection 
of  the  various  premises. 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, A  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

53 

78 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out -workers  1 
premises) 

19 

159 

5 

Total 

72 

237 

7 

- 

Number  of  cases 

were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

itere 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.P. 

Inspector 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

(s.l.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

_ 

.  . 

__ 

. 

_ 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.A) 

mm 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

__ 

_ 

, 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

..  6 

6 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

,  , 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

Total 

7 

7 

_ t 

- 

- 

- 
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Rodent  Control 


Difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year  with  regard  to  staff  for 
this  work.  The  Pensioner  who  was  carrying  out  the  work  unfortunately  had  « 

several  periods  of  illness. 

Set  out  below  is  a  copy  of  the  report  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
Fisheries  &  Food  on  the  performance  of  the  Council's  functions  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Type  of  Property 

I 

N  o  n  -  a  g 

r  i  c  u  1 

t  u  r  a  1 

L .  ii. 

Dwelling- 

House 

Business 

Total  of 
Cols. (l) 

(2)  &  (3) 

Agricult 

-ural 

number  of  properties  in  L.A. 's 

District 

8 

1950 

342 

2300 

70 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a 

result  of  notification 

1 

49 

1 

51 

' 

Number  of  such  properties  found  to 
be  infested  by: 

C  cmmon  rat  ( Ma j  o  r 

1 

11 

12 

(Minor 

- 

38 

1 

39 

- 

Mice  (Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

(Minor 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  properties  inspected  in 

the  course  of  survey  under  the  Act 

7 

169 

2 

178 

— 

1 Number  of  such  properties  found  to 
be  infested  by:- 

C  ommon  rat .(Major 

13 

16 

.  | 

( Minor 

— * 

49 

— 

49 

Total  number  of  properties  otherwise 

inspected 

8 

792 

78 

878 

11 

Number  of  such  properties  found  to  be 
infested  by: 

i  Common  rat  (Major 

!  (Minor 

2 

6 

- 

8 

- 

Mice  (Major 

_ 

_ 

— 

(Minor 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Number  of  infested  properties(in 
Sections  II ,111  &  IV)  treated 
j  by  the  L.A. 

.  .  . • 

6 

117 

1 

124 

- 

1  . 

Number  of  "Block"  control  schemes 
j  carried  out. 

i - - - 

- - 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.F. Hudson, 
M.A.P.H.I. 
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Summary  of  Water  Officer's  Weekly  Reports  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1962 


Total  gallons  pumped  during  year  ...  ... 

Zero  Softened  Water  ...  ...  ... 

Water  pumped  for  processing  purposes:  Aug-Nov. 
Blended  Water  ...  ...  ... 

Rinsing  Water  ) 

Washing  Water  )  .  .i  ...  ... 

Prolonged  Wash) 

Salt  consumed  during  the  year:  352  tons  6  cwts. 
Consumption : 

Parish  of  Hingham  ...  ...  ... 

Wymondham,,  Morley,  Spooner  Row  and  Suton 
Average  daily  consumption  of  Hingham 
Average  daily  consumption  of  Wymondham  &c. 


147, 210,000 
61,137,000' 
26,310,000  untreated 
54,467,800 

5,295,200 


20,900,770 

121,014,030 

57,262 

331,545 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER 

Sample  received  from  the  Wymondham  Urban  District  Council.  1st  January  1963 
Marked:  Public  Supply,  High  Oak,  Wicklewood. 

Appearance  when  received:  Slightly  opalescent;  yellow  deposit 
Nature  of  Deposit:  Iron  Compounds 
Colour:  Slightly  yellow  Odour:  Nil 

Reaction:  Neutral  pH  7.2  Taste:  Satisfactory 

RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Ammon iacal  nitrogen 

0.06 

Hardness  as  CaCO^: 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 

0.02 

Total 

340 

Nitrate  nitrogen 

Nil 

Carbonate  (temporary) 
Non-carbonate  (permanent) 

315 

25 

Nitrite  nitrogen 

NIL 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

20 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO, 

315 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hr.  27°  C.) 

0.10 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

36 

Fluorine  as  F 

0.15 

Total  solids  (at  180°  C.) 

395 

Silica  as  Si02 

18 

Iron  (total) 

0.75 

Sulphate  as  SO, 

4 

25 

Metals  in  solution 

(other  than  iron) 

absent 

OPINION 

The  organic  quality  of  this  water  is  good  and  the  chemical  analysis  shows  no 
sign  of  pollution.  The  total  hardness  amounts  to  24  Clark,  almost  all  of  which  is 
temporary.  The  reaction  of  the  vi/ater  is  just  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality, 
and  it  would  not  be  expected  to  be  corrosive. 

The  water  contains  a  rather  heavy  trace  of  iron,  giving  rise  to  a  rusty  deposit 
on  standing.  This  is,  of  course,  without  effect  on  health  but  may  be  a  nuisance. 

It  is  readily  removed  by  suitable  treatment. 

The  detailed  mineral  analysis,  (Folio  10)  shows  that  the  composition  of  the 
salts  in  this  water  are  typical  of  a  water  derived  from  the  East  Anglian  chalk. 

The  fluorine  content  is  low  compared  with  what  is  usually  regarded  as  the  optimum 
(l  p.p.m.).  In  our  opinion,  provided  the  iron  is  removed,  this  water  should  be 
very  suitable  for  drinking  and  general  purposes. 
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lineral  Analysis 

Parts  per  million  • 


Calcium  as  Ca 

128 

Magnesium  as  Mg 

4 

Sodium  as  Na 

28 

Carbonate  as  CC7 

190 

Sulphate  as  SO. 

4 

25 

Nitrate  as  NO^ 

nil 

Silica  as  SiO^ 

18 

Iron  as  Fe 

0.75 

Fluorine  as  F 

0.15 
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